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Thanks to Brown University Volunteers and Rebuilding Together

Women’s Center of Rhode Island’s Shelter Receives Facelift

Providence (April 30, 2005) – In collaboration with Rebuilding Together, 40 volunteers from Brown University descended upon the Women’s Center of Rhode Island (WCRI), a local domestic violence shelter and advocacy center, to give the shelter a much-needed facelift.

Under the supervision and leadership of Bob Lavigne, the volunteers – students, faculty and staff from Brown University, along with WCRI staff and board members – painted each of the shelter’s 13 bedrooms, the three lounges, and the dining room. John Colarusso coordinated the purchasing and distribution of the painting supplies while Manny DaRosa repaired one of the shelter’s bathrooms by installing a new tub surround and repaired the kitchen cabinets. Gary Martins spent time working with Ron Southiere to install extra fencing in the child’s play area as well as repairing the kitchen drawers and fixtures. 

“While our shelter was well maintained, it was definitely in need of some tender loving care because of the amount of use it gets every day,” WCRI’s Executive Director Kyle A. Macdonald said. “Without the help of Rebuilding Together we never would have been able to afford the supplies or the labor needed for such an extensive revamping of our facilities.”

“It’s amazing how much a new coat of paint can change the mood of a room,” Macdonald continued. “We’re hoping that this will make our shelter feel just a little more like home for the women and children who have the unfortunate need to stay with us.”

Despite the overcast weather conditions, the attitudes of the volunteers were overwhelmingly positive. “Even though it was a rainy Saturday morning, everyone came in bright and early with smiles on their faces,” WCRI’s Development Director Pat Henry said. “They all were constantly asking what more they could do and how else they could help. Some even asked when they could come back to paint other portions of the shelter as well as help us in other areas such as answering the hotline and assisting in our child care room. It was really quite motivating.”

The Women’s Center of Rhode Island would like to sincerely thank each and every one of the volunteers who took the time out of their own busy lives to participate in this event. Thank you also to Rebuilding Together Executive Director Jane Upper, and Elaine Butler, Bob Lavigne, John Colarusso, and Gary Martins from Brown University for their exceptional efforts in coordinating this endeavor.

The Women’s Center would also like to thank Patchet Brook Tree Farm, North Smithfield Fence, Jones Moving & Storage, East Providence Vocational School, and Lowe’s of Cranston for their generous contributions toward this Rebuilding Together effort.

As they were preparing to renovate their shelter, the WCRI staff came to realize a need for particular items. As you are doing your Spring cleaning or if you are moving, please keep the WCRI in mind if you have any of the following items: couches, love seats, bookshelves, TV and DVD/VHS stands, twin-sized mattresses and bed frames, end tables, small bureaus, table lamps, window shades, and curtains. If you wish to donate any of these items please contact Kim Sebastiao at ksebastiao@womenscenterri.org or 401-861-2761, ext. 134.

 

Founded in 1974, The Women’s Center of Rhode Island serves hundreds of domestic violence victims and their children each year. The Women’s Center offers safe shelter, counseling, childcare, community outreach and advocacy services to victims of abuse. A 24-hour helpline (401-861-2760) is available for victims of domestic abuse and for individuals who would like information about warning signs or how to assist a loved one who may be abused. Visit www.womenscenterri.org for more information.
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