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Women’s Center of Rhode Island Will Honor Women of Excellence

On Friday, March 11th at Providence Marriott

For Immediate Release

Providence, RI (March 7, 2005) – On Friday, March 11th more than 250 people will celebrate the Women’s Center of Rhode Island’s Third Annual Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon.

Held at the Providence Marriott, the Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon was created to celebrate women who have achieved success despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles as well as for dedicating their life to breaking down barriers facing other women. These women inspire and encourage other women from all backgrounds and experiences to achieve great things.

This year’s honorees are:

Lisa Churchville - President and General Manager, NBC10/WJAR: Honored in the Business category, Ms. Churchville started at the NBC owned-and-operated station serving Providence and New Bedford since 1997, and has been with NBC since 1986.

Prior to her position at WJAR, Ms. Churchville served as the Vice President of Sales at WCAU-TV in Philadelphia and several key positions at WMAQ-TV in Chicago including Vice President of Marketing and Programming, Director of Sales, and Sales Manager.

In addition to her work with NBC 10, Ms. Churchville is chair of the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, President of the Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra and serves on the boards of the United Way of Rhode Island, Women & Infant’s Hospital and the Providence Public Library.

Ms. Churchville earned her Bachelor’s degree from Barnard College and holds a Master of Business Administration from Harvard University.
Mary Sylvia Harrison – President, Rhode Island Children’s Crusade for Higher Education: Honored in the Education and Social Services category, Ms. Harrison has dedicated more than 20 years to administering and managing programs that foster hope for people struggling with issues of poverty and despair.

The Children’s Crusade is a private, non-profit organization whose mission is to increase educational and career success for youth in Rhode Island's low-income communities. The Children’s Crusade pursues this mission by enrolling students early, and having them sign a pledge to work hard in school, stay off drugs, avoid early parenthood, obey the law, graduate from high school, and serve as role models in their communities. To assist students in keeping this pledge, the organization offers a series of age appropriate interventions designed to help to keep students on track for higher education. Crusaders who earn admission to higher education and financially qualify receive scholarships for college, junior college or trade school.  There are currently more than 8,000 Crusaders in grades 3-12 with an additional 1,100 in post-secondary institutions on Crusade scholarships, including the first class of Crusaders who will graduate from four-year colleges in the spring of 2005.

- MORE - 

Ms. Harrison has achieved many great things throughout her career, including establishing the state’s first shelter for runaway youth, directing the Women’s Educational Equity Act Project, leading the state’s participation in the national demonstration for minority single parents living in poverty, and establishing the first lobbying office for a Native American Nation. Prior to joining the Children’s Crusade, Ms. Harrison served as the Executive Director of Times², a non-profit organization that provides math and science enrichment programs for African American, Hispanic and Native American Children in Grades K-12.

In addition to her current efforts with the Children’s Crusade, Ms. Harrison is the Vice President of the RI Chapter of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women and serves on the Board for organizations such as the United Way of Southeastern New England, The International Sailing Institute (Paul Cufee Charter School), and The Met School.

Rose Weaver, MFA – Professor of Theater, RIC and Writer/Producer/Performer, Menopause Mama: Honored in the Arts and Humanities category, Ms. Weaver’s more than 30 years of experience in entertainment includes television, roles in films with stars such as Jodie Foster and Spike Lee, and numerous theatre performances as well. 

Ms. Weaver is also a published writer and an assistant professor at Rhode Island College. In 2001, she was honored with an induction into the Rhode Island History Hall of Fame and the Rhode Foundation’s New Works Award. In 2000 she was the recipient of the Pell Award for Excellence in the Arts and the YWCA Outstanding Women of the Year Award in Arts Education.

Ms. Weaver earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Wheaton College and a Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing from Brown University. She also earned an honorary Doctor of Fine Arts from Marymount Manhattan College.

Foundling Baroque Orchestra and Women’s Advocacy Project: Honored in the Group category, The Foundling was inspired by the women of l’Ospedale della Pietà, the 18th-century Venetian foundling home where Vivaldi worked as a music teacher, and is embarking on a dual mission: to develop a world-class professional period instrument ensemble dedicated to the magnificent string music of the Baroque era; and to bring this tremendous artistic resource to bear on the needs of women and children in their community.
Instead of creating an organization that is vying for the same funds as other crucial agencies, the Foundling is working to bring people together around vital issues such as domestic violence, and give people a starting place for personal contribution and participation. These musicians are not only bring the joy of music to the community with their artistic excellence, but also increasing awareness about important women’s issues as well.

This season the Foundling is proud to be affiliated with the Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The Foundling has been awarded the prestigious Planning Grant from the New England Foundation for the Arts. This funding will allow the Foundling to tour New England in 2006 and further spread the word of their unprecedented and courageous mission.

Rev. E. Naomi Craig: Honored in the Religious Community category, Rev. Craig was ordained and installed as the Pastor of the Sheldon Street Church at the age of 78 despite racial prejudice and unequal opportunity.
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Her efforts to overcome adversity have not gone unnoticed as she has been the recipient of several awards including the 1997 Woman of the Year Award, the prestigious Jefferson Award, The Anthony Medal for Reading, the Baptist Award for Evangelism, and the Robert McCreanor Award, among others.

Rev. Craig sites her faith and trust in God as her inspiration and motivation for striving for the best and never giving up.

Maria Luz Foronda: Honored in the Domestic Violence Survivor category, Ms. Foronda studied psychology and graduated from the University of San Buenaventura of Medellin in Colombia, before moving to the United States and eventually fleeing an emotionally and physically abusive relationship. She was a successful professional, began her own practice and became a member of the Colombian Chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Foronda moved to the United States with her abuser, but with strength and courage she decided to leave him and found safety at the Women’s Center of Rhode Island. After utilizing many of the Women’s Center’s services, Ms. Foronda was able to regain the self-esteem she once had in Columbia, and rebuild her life. Today she is a supervisor for Housekeeping World, Inc. and strives to one day start her own Merry Maids Company. She hopes opening this company will provide jobs for women who may once have been in situations like hers and allow her to someday give back to the organizations and individuals that helped her find her way to a life free of fear and violence.

Tickets for the event are $50. There may still be seats available, so please call Kim Sebastiao at 401-861-2761 for more information. 

This event has been made possible thanks to the generous support of several sponsors. These sponsors include: Bank Rhode Island, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Rhode Island, Brokernet USA, Inc., The Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, Hope Global, Partridge, Snow & Hahn LLP, PharmaCare, and The Providence Journal. Thank you also to our media sponsors: NBC10, B101, WHJJ, and Coast 93.3.

The Women’s Center of Rhode Island, one of six member agencies of the Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence, serves hundreds of domestic violence victims and their children each year. The Women’s Center offers safe shelter, counseling, childcare, community outreach, and court advocacy services to victims of abuse. A 24-hour Helpline (401-861-2760) is available for victims of domestic abuse and for individuals who would like more information about warning signs or how to assist a loved one who may be abused. 
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