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Women’s Center of Rhode Island Honored Women of Excellence

On Friday, March 11th at Providence Marriott

For Immediate Release

Providence, RI (March 14, 2005) – On Friday, March 11th more than 250 people celebrated the Women’s Center of Rhode Island’s Third Annual Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon.

Held at the Providence Marriott, the Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon was created to celebrate women who have achieved success despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles as well as for dedicating their life to breaking down barriers facing other women. These women inspire and encourage other women from all backgrounds and experiences to achieve great things.

This year’s honorees were Lisa G. Churchville, President and General Manager of NBC10; Mary Sylvia Harrison, President of Rhode Island’s Children’s Crusade; Rose Weaver, MFA, Professor of Theater at Rhode Island College and writer/producer/performer of Menopause Mama; Reverend E. Naomi Craig, former Pastor at the Sheldon Street Church; Foundling Baroque Orchestra and Women’s Advocacy Project; and Maria Foronda, domestic violence survivor.

Several State, Federal, and City officials attended to honor these extraordinary women, including Governor Donald Carcieri, Providence Mayor David Cicilline, Lieutenant Governor Charles Fogarty, Congressman Patrick Kennedy, Attorney General Patrick Lynch, Senator Juan Pichardo, Senator Elizabeth Roberts and City Council President John Lombardi.

Former Women of Excellence Award recipients Cheryl Watkins Snead, Arlene Violet, Jodi Glass, and Sylvia Denhoff were also in attendance. Before the ceremony began, Women’s Center of Rhode Island Executive Director, Kyle A. Macdonald asked those in attendance to take a moment to remember 2004 Woman of Excellence, Nancy Gewirtz as well as local activists Roosevelt “Bells” Benton, Alice Trimiew and W. Fitzgerald Himmelsbach who all passed in recent months. Macdonald also wished a speedy recover to Mrs. Carcieri and Dr. Pablo Rodriguez.

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Executive Director, Elizabeth Burke Bryant was on hand to introduce Mary Sylvia Harrison. Harrison said she was honored to be seen as a Women of Excellence and that she took it to mean that people respect what she and the Rhode Island Children’s Crusade for Higher Education are accomplishing. 

During her introduction, Watkins Snead gave insight into her personal relationship with her cousin and friend, Rev. Craig, stating that it was all of the people who told Rev. Craig that she was not capable of doing things that drove her to accomplish all that she has achieved in her 87 years of life. 

At the end of her acceptance speech, Rev. Craig left the audience with one thought: “Compliment each other more,” she said. “We don’t compliment women nearly enough and it is those compliments that encourage us to do more.”

Macdonald read a portion of a gripping letter written by Foronda in her introduction of the domestic violence survivor. “…I came to the Women’s Center of Rhode Island at a moment in my life when I thought that all doors had been closed for me. I was scared, in fear for my life and the life of all my relatives… I was so much in denial that I was a victim of domestic violence, since I thought that those things only happen to other people not me. Then he put a knife in my face and told me that if I ever called the police on him he would put me six feet under, since he was not afraid of jail, a place he was already familiar with. He also expressed to me that he would finish my family one by one. All this because he was in love with me and he was not going to let me go since he was married to me ‘until death do us part.’”

After being introduced by her friend Jodi Glass, Founder of the Clothesline Project, Weaver treated the crowd to an impromptu monologue from her compelling play Menopause Mama.

This event was made possible thanks to the generous support of several sponsors. These sponsors include: Bank Rhode Island, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Rhode Island, Brokernet USA, Inc., The Nulman Group, Edwards & Angell LLP, The Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce, Hope Global, The MET School, Partridge, Snow & Hahn LLP, PharmaCare, and The Providence Journal. Thank you also to our media sponsors: NBC10, B101, WHJJ, and Coast 93.3.

The Women’s Center of Rhode Island, one of six member agencies of the Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence, serves hundreds of domestic violence victims and their children each year. The Women’s Center offers safe shelter, counseling, childcare, community outreach and court advocacy services to victims of abuse. A 24-hour Helpline (401-861-2760) is available for victims of domestic abuse and for individuals who would like more information about warning signs or how to assist a loved one who may be abused. For more information visit www.womenscenterri.org. 
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